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Introduction 
 
Although pupils in the early stages of learning English may receive some 
specialist intensive language support, they spend the majority of their time in 
the classroom with their class teacher and peers.  In this booklet we suggest 
classroom strategies and practical activities to enable new arrivals to settle in 
and gain access to the whole curriculum.    
 

• Section 1 provides some useful background information.    
• Section 2 contains some information to help the child settle in and get 

you both through the first few days.   
• Section 3 provides suggestions for supporting beginners, including 

ideas on using audio visual aids and ICT to enhance the teaching and 
learning of early stage EAL pupils. 

• Section 4 contains Appendices including a Beginners Scheme of Work, 
Resource lists, useful addresses and a step by step guide to using 
multilingual fonts in Windows. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Compiled by:  Cilla Hall, Ruth Lewis and Sandra Yates with  
help from staff of Hounslow Language Service 

 

 



 How do I make my New Arrivals feel Welcome? 
 
 

• Check the pronunciation of a new child’s 
  name – get it correct! 

• Spend some time with the child as  
 an individual 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Provide labels for everyday items in the classroom.  Try to have the 
child’s peg and tray labelled too 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Give a picture dictio
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• Pair with a responsible, caring child who will act as a good role model 

and help to orientate the child 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Sit with a group – NOT ALONE. 
• Allocate jobs that are non-verbal

giving out milk 
 

• Start a picture book and/or a Mys
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Myse
 

• Have magazines and books to cu
 

• Try to have some dual text books
language.  Learn a few words if y

 
• Check dietary requirements and 

 
• Have a Beginners Box of games
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 with a partner e.g. taking the register, 

elf Topic book 

lf 

t out.  Pictures to sort and categorise. 

/tapes and labels in their home 
ou can! 

inform SMSAS 

 and activities 
Beginners Box
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
For further information contact  
Rehana Ahmed: 
Lampton School 
Lampton Avenue 
Hounslow TW3 4EP  
 
 
Tel: 0208 538 1802 
Fax: 0208 538 1803 
E-mail:   rehana.ahmed@ealhls.org.uk 
Website: www.ealhls.org.uk 

 

If you would like more information, please contact us. 
 
 
 
      

              

 
                

   

 

 

 

Se precisar de mais informações, contacte-nos. 

Haddi aad faahfaahin u baahantay fadlan nala soo xidhiidh. 

Nëse dëshironi më shumë informata, ju lutemi kontaktoni qendrën tonë. 
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